Developing Snapshots from the Future
On the opposite side of this worksheet, create a vivd snapshot from the year 2050 in which an aspect of the wicked problem has been
resolved. The snapshot should be a visual/verbal narrative about everyday life that reflects new beliefs, assumptions and cultural
norms, new ways of interacting with each other, new practices, laws, policies, types of infrastructures etc.
1. Begin by thinking about how your group’s beliefs and assump-

2. Once your group has articulated new beliefs and assumptions

tions about the problem will have changed by 2050. Beliefs
and assumptions are often the root of wicked problems, so in
order to develop solutions that transcend existing limitations
and barriers, imagine what a 180 degree shift in beliefs in 2050
would look like. How would your group think radically differently
about the problem? What would beliefs be around it?

about the problem itself, refer back to the list of fears/concerns
and hopes/desires articulated in the previous exercise. These
are the ‘ingredients’ with which you will develop a future-based
‘snapshot’ in which aspects of the problem have been resolved.
What would everyday life look like if your fears/concerns or
hopes/aspirations were resolved?

Try to formulate a succinct description of the new belief
system. For instance, attitudes about crime in the present
might be summarized as “criminals are ‘bad’ people and should
be locked away from society and punished.” In 2050, attitudes
might have shifted to “a crime committed by a member of a
community is seen as a failure on the part of the community
and it assumes responsibility for the accused’s rehabilitation
and support.”

What would you be able to do that you can’t now? How would
your quality of life improve? How would it affect your life in your
household/with your family? Your neighbors? At work and play?
How would the resolution of these fears/concerns improve your
interactions with others and the ability to satisfy your and your
family’s needs? What does it look/sound/smell like? What role
does the environment play in this future snapshot?

Thinking about and articulating this radical change in
attitudes is a powerful way to transcend existing paradigms and entrenched ways of thinking about problem and
solution. Play with radical ideas and don’t shy away from what
might seem like unrealistic, ‘utopian’ visions. The point is to
imagine “what if” and come up with a way of thinking about
things that is entirely new. Remember: you are articulating a
new belief system that concerns the problem you’re working on.

Now look at the list of hopes/aspirations to see if they can also
help ‘flesh out’ the snapshot. Try to draw aspects of your future
vision and supplement it with words. You are designing and
articulating solutions, through a description of everyday
life! The point is to describe an aspect of a future that you and
others can get excited about by thinking beyond our current
paradigms and practices. Don’t worry about the barriers, just
imagine possibilities!
Finally, refer to the list of Manfred Max-Neef’s basic needs
and list how many needs are satisfied simultaneously by your
solution/snapshot.

Creating your Snapshot
Several templates have been provided with which to create your
snapshot. You might want to create several snapshots that are
part of a larger narrative or vision of everyday life in 2050 (as it
relates to the problem). We have provided an instructional sheet
that shows you how to draw simple human forms in a variety of
ways that will help you communicate your ideas. You can take a
number of approaches. You might want to show various
‘facets’ of everyday life that aren’t necessarily chonological. Or you might want to treat your snapshot like a comic
strip with words and images that tell a story. Others may
want to create a verbal narrative or story about future lifestyles.
We’ve taken this approach to get away from the vocabulary of
post-it notes which can become cryptic and are not very
evocative. For this reason write in complete sentences and
try to make your snapshot understandable to someone
who was not familiar with the problem or the exercise.
We’re asking you to formulate solutions within the context of
everyday life because that is what unites us all. Everyone cares
about the quality of everyday life. Providing glimpses of a
future that everyone wants to occupy can be a powerful
motivator for developing projects in the present. These
projects and initiatives can act as ‘steps’ in the transition toward
the future you are visualizing.

What aspect of the problem does your snapshot
address? print headline below

Describe the ways in which societal and cultural, assumptions, beliefs and norms have changed in 2050.
How are they different from the beliefs and assumptions that underpin the problem now?

Snapshots
of Lifestyles
in 2050
GROUP NAME

SNAPSHOT PROFILE
At what level of scale is your snapshot situated?
(The household, neighborhood, city or region)

What fears/concerns/hopes/aspirations does it address?

What basic needs (according to Max-Neef) are met by
this snapshot from the future?
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Creating
Snapshots of
the Future
(Diagramming future narratives)

Basic figures

A snapshot from the future is a representation of an imaginary ‘situation’ in
which a concern or fear has been resolved, or a hope or aspiration, realized.
It’s a ‘narrative vignette’ intended to convey an aspect of everyday life from the
year 2050. Even though the purpose is to think about how issues or problems
in the present might be resolved in the distant future, we want you to visualize
within the context of everyday life and lifestyles. Think about these worksheets as a page in a photo album or a few paragraphs from a novel. Combining
images and words is a way to break out of the vocabulary of ‘post-its’ and try to
create vivid images of a future you and others want to occupy.

Gestural figures

This exercise combines the rigor of problem-solving with the appeal of storytelling. It doesn’t matter if you can’t draw--stick figures are OK, but try to visualze
what it feels like, how are you and others interacting in ways that are different?
What changes in attitudes and social norms can you represent in the vignette?
Draw/write your snapshot with the objective of getting people excited about it!
Below are some simple iconic examples of how to represent people in
different situations. This is a bit like drawing a comic strip, but it doesn’t have to
be a chronological story-it can simply be ‘facets’ of a situation. Play with it and
have fun imagining a more desirable future!

Action figures

Diagramming concepts & ideas
Basic human figures are easy to draw. You’ve been
provided with transparent stickes that will enable you to
trace these figures if you wish and paste them into the
snapshot templates. The basic figures on the left side of
this sheet are especially easy to copy and you’ll be
surprised at how readily people can interpret your meaning with simple line drawings and even stick figures!
Transition Design Tools: Irwin & Kossoff, Carnegie Mellon Univeristy 2017. Drawings from: “Drawing Ideas” by Mark Baskinger & William Bardel
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